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JAMES BELY, AND HIS UNCLE

We fezr our 1eaders may have almost|

Tegotten a ceitain idle, truani by, named
tames Datiowhose deficiencies in his studies
wer= exposed by good Uncle Grey to the

s |
2ad marufieation of his o confiding par-|

sas. I, however, zny have borne in
roind the idle schofar, and his father’s de- |
rermination o fura over @ new leaf, we'l
will ask them to look with us st the results |
of this determenation. |

Mr. Bell was a sensible man ; though,|
u< we have seen in the case of his son's|
vducation, he sometimes acted injudicious!y.
Dot sull we sav he was a sensilie man,
tot, if you would prove to tum that any
course he had been adopting was wrong,

bee would endenvor to aiter i, insiead of |
¥ H
|

tondly  and obstinwely adberngz to i, !
mercly beeause it was his own. Too|
many tolks adopt the laiter plan. We

1%e the Lberty ol dvubting their guodi
inse. 1
When Janes appeared at the breakfnst |

tible, oy the morning aiter his Uncle's|
v:<11, his downcast looks and sileat demeas |
nor plainly indieated that his mind was ill
at ease.  No allusion, however, was made |
Ly cither his father, 61 his mother, to the
cireumstances of the preceding day. Al
went on as usual, excep! that when James |
was colleating his books to start for school,
lis father said 3

* Stop a inoment, my boy, I am ready
'y go down to my office, and we can walk
part of the way together.”

James changed color, and the prospect
of a tete-u-fete with his father did nol seen
very agreeable to him. However, aiter a
ien minutes’ walk, they came to Mr. Bell's
office, and with a nod and n—

© Remember what we have been talking
about,” uttered in @ kind and pleasant tone,
James was leit to pursve his way alone,

As he went down the street which led
t> the school, refloctions such ss these
prssed through his mind :

* It certainly would be pieasant to have|
u good standing in school, and 10 earn a
betrer character than [ now have. [ don’
much care about pleasing Mr. Smith, [le|
s «o cross, | am sure he would never b-:1
satisied if [ were to trv ever so hard.
Byt lather wou'd fael pleased ; he said he|
would. Let me see ; what were his ex-
s:t words? * Oaly let me see, James, |
that you reaily 1ry to do your best, and!
! shall feel satisfied.! Oh, if that's all, 1
willtry, 1 thought father did not care
much whether | studied or not.  But if he
< somng 1o ask me questions himsell, I will
soon show ham that | am not sucha dl.ll‘!ﬂ,
slter all,as Uncle Grey thinks me, |
can do as well as George Ashiton, or any
ol the best in school. | think 1 can, and, !
what is more, J wnll.”

'his was a determiostion which waa
sasier to form,than to carry into execution.
Poor James met with many a check, many
n mortfication, before he succeeded in his
laudable efforts.  He did, however, try to
do hia best.  And as the first step in the
new path be meant lo pursue, he made a
full confession to his father of all the ari-
fices to which he had resorted in order 10
impose on his leacher. He even broulet
home that evening all his achosl byoks,
exactly as they were, and submiited them

L3 hus father’s nspection,

Me. Bell twrned over the scrawled and
bluited leaves of the books with rhingl
feelings of grief, of joy, and of sell re.
preach.  Grief, as various instances of
duplicity met his eye. Latin and Greek
retiences, intended to serve as ezercises
ofthe pupil’s skili in ready trauslation, were
interlined with pencil translations oblained
from some more industrious student. The
margins 0! the cyphering books were cov-
credl with minute fizures, exhibiting the
working out of the more difficult sums,and
copied off from tie slate of some too ac-
commodating neighbor. o short, all the
tricks and devices, which idle scholara are
bul 100 ingemous in inventing, were laid
open before the eyes of the grieved und
bstonished father. Yet wesaid joy min-
gled with his griel. He rejoiced in the

thought that his son was thus making a

free and tuill confession of his past miscon-

duet, and io the hopes which this course

very kind in trying 1o encourage me. Rutl

A day dawned to which he had long locked | vexed and difficelt question ; bul more par-

of Iugitives, and exclaims, ** Gentlemen, f lexicographer of the age defines a rule to

he listed, with less real and judicious atien-
(tion from his father, than had been be-
: stowed on the pesch tree or the vine,

Mr. Bell, as he sat alone that evening in
his study, with his son’s books open before
him. He leaned his head on the table,
while tears, hot tears, such as a parent
alone can weep, fell from his eyes. He
remained long buried in thought, and lefi
| his study that night a wiser man, a Yetter
| father.
| James, as we have before hiuted, found

it no casy task 1o adlere to his newly for
"med resolutions. The diffizulties which
e had so ingeniously evaded in days gone
by, now stood like mountainsin his path,
impeding his onward progress. e tried
to do his best. But even his most strenu-

1 feel so discournged | am ready to give
up, and go to digging, or ploughing. What
dv you advise me todo ?”

¢« Don"t give up, James” replied Mr.

|  These thoughts crowded on the mind of | Smith ; **don’t allow yoursel( to feel dix-

couraged unti! you have made regular,
syslematic efforts 10 recover your los!
ground. 17 after having pursued lor a rea-
sonable time the course | shal! recommend
to you, you still find your best efforts fruit.
less, then | will say throw aside your
books and pgive up siudy. Burl fear no
such result.

You know the good old motto, “Persever-
ance conquers all things.”

*“ Yes, sir,” replied James, his counte-
nance brightening ; “and if perseverance

conquered ; for !'ll persevere.™

You have good abilities, tho”
hitherto you have let them run 1o waste. |

can conquer my difficufties, they shall be

| walked home slowly together one Friday

ous efforts he found to be wholly unequal i

“Evenill =e studying extra hours,
1o enable him 10 overtake those who by pa- i At

It was commencement day i
College, and James’ name was on
{ the list of the graduating class,
| the orators of the day, the last place—ihe
post ol honor—had teen assigned to him.
His heart glowed with honest exultation.
M:. and Mrs, Bell succeeded in obtaining
good seats amoag the crowded audience,
| #nd by their side, with his hands crossed
{ on the top of his ivory-headed cane, was
iseated Uncle Grey. To judge by his
countenance, one would have supposed that

i he felt no specicl interest in the exercives

| forward.

Among

jof the day ; but Uncle Grey is pot apt 1o
allow his festures to disclose any more
than he chooses to reveal of what is pass
ing within. He listened with grave and
exrnest attention to all that was passing.
But a peculinr flush brightened up his
calm blue eyes, as a young man—the last
speaker indicated in the list of exercises—

and studying during vacation I
“ Yes, sir,” said James, firmly, “ [ will |

wecks and mouths far in advance of him. | 4, oy hing you advise.” {
= |

A painful sense of failure and discourage- Haviug once overcome his dislike to|
ment began lu‘creepnnrhmn' hflrl.nud speaking with Me. Smith, James' henrt |
he feit aim.st inchned to give up his sppa- | o4 become entirely won by the kind in-}

remtly frvitless efforts, ) terest evinced in his teacher’s language |
*| can see plainly that Mr.Smiththinks | o0 o000 o

LR . "'““_"“'?- qd.,l am almostin- | M. S proceeded to advise him to
clined 1o be of his DPUNOR.;- wrn back to the difficulties which he had

Such was James’ discouraging exclama- (¢, eluded, and not 10 rest satisfied un-
tion 10 his (riend Frank Hartley, as they | o b0 14 completety masiered them.
James knew that he could depend on
Frank Hartley’s ever ready assistance,
And he determined during the approach- |

tient and faithful indusiry had beea for

aflernoon. Fraok was an intelligent boy;
he was greatly suached to James,who was

appeared on the platform, Mr. and Mrs.
Bell aimost held their breath, while their
hearts beat high with hope and fear.

The valedictory was such as did honor
both 1o the head and the heart of the young

t'ux".il:rl)y for the purpose ol exhibiting to

my constituents that [ 2am not indifleren
'upon a sul jeet, i the settlement of which
[they, in common with the whale country
frel a deep interest. | shall express, sir,
the sentients [ eolertain upon these lopics
'as tecomes the Representative of [reemen,
swithout fear, favor, or aflection,” and re-
gardiess of denuncintions or criticiems here
or elsewhere. 1 am not ove of those who
assume the extreme grorud on cither side.
I do not regurd the institutution of slavery
as it exis's in our Southern States with
that degree of borror which some of my
Nerthern brethren express ; neither do |
regard 1L as u “great morai, political, and
religious blessing™ with some geatlemen
from the South. [ simply wiew it in the
langunge of Thomas Jefferson, us “a great
moral and politica) evil.” Taking this view

deceive not yourselves, you cannct deceive | be *‘goveroment : sway : empire : control -
others. This is & pro-slavery Govern- supreme command or authority.” And, to
men'.  Slavery is stamped upon s heast | rule, “to have power or command : 1o ex-
—the Constitution. You wmust tear that ercise supremme suwhority.” This being
out of the body politic before you can com- | the ordinary and accepted definition of the
mence the work of its eradication.” Now,  lerms, let vy sce in what sense it hns been
so fur from this being the case, [ defy that employed by the sugs who framed cur
geutleman, or any other bere, 1o pont to Conustitution, in regurd to other powers
lany clause or word in that Constiution | hich are sut disputed. Iiauthorizes Con.
|that confers the vight upon any mortai |gress ** 1o esiablish a ugifurm rule of ra-
{man to own a slave. It confers mo right | !2ralization.”” Is that to operete upon
—it merely sccures you in the enjoyment things and not upon persons? s it an iu-
of what vou before {mmwd. This .“:fenor nud subordinate power T—that pow-
the compromise of the Constietion—noth- | *F which recegmizes the right of expatria-
g mof®. 17 by eradication he weans its tion, and proviles for the trensfer of per.
abolition in the States, I agree with him ; 5008l oblizatiaas; slleziance o country,
if he refirs 1o the teeritories, 1 join issue the most bindig and solemo which man
with him, | cAn gssume vpon esith, l':'ll a similar na-
This power is not, in my mind, left 1o ! ture is the auihiorily to *make rules con-
doubtiul construction. The clause in the | CEFMINg captures on land or water.” And

of the subject, it could not be expected that, | Congtitution is full and ample. * The
1 should engage in a crusade jor its extine- | Congress shail bave power to dispose of |
tion where it exisis on the one hand, ur 00 | gud make all needfui rules and regulations '
the other desire, and much less promote | respecting the territory, or other property,
its extension to territory now free. | am o the Upited Siates.” Now, the geniles _'
willing 10 leave it where the Constitution | man frow Ohio, (Mr. Disney) argues that |

speaker. It was listened to with profound

and the laws under which we live huw[lh,,—, conferred no other power upon Con-
That if

also, “10 meke rules for the government
of the land ard naval forces.” [ repent,
therefore, that a careful review of the
mesaning and ordinary acceptation of the
terms ** qules and regulations,” as well as
their acknowledged signification o other
parts of the sume instrument, show beyond
the posailility of u doubt, and even beyond

plause ran ‘round the hall. The President | iis continance there ; and ifitis a “‘curse
then rose and addressed the graduating 'and a disgrace.” those who uphold itare to
class. Afier which, the diplomas were answer it, and pot L.
conferred. ‘The gentieman from Louisiana, (Mr. |
The eyes of James had more than once | Ajorqe ) says, we ought to *tulk” upon this |
sought the spot where his parents “d!-ubjerr. and misquotes n greal author Lo
Uncle were seated, and, at the close ofthe |, iqh proof. Sir, we have had 100 much
exercises, as soon as he could free himsell | .y k" glready, and 100 little reason upon

attention, and at its close a murinur of ap- ! placed it. I am not responsible either for | gress than to dispose of the land.

the [ramers of the Constitution had witend- “h‘-' hope oflcavil, lha..l in this connection
ed to conter upon Coogress the right of la- | they were iptended in the Inngunge of the
Supreme Court of the United Smates, in &

gislating generuily for the Ternitucies, they | S

wouid have used other expressions, such as :M"’ U. 8. Rep., 44 (“rules and regule-
to “make laws.” *to legisiae,” &c., and tions respecting the terriory of the United
» go States 1) they necessarily conler complete

that the terms ' rules and regulations e g
jurisdiction. It was necessary to coner it

ot apply to the higher objects of govern-

ment, but merely to some miner and voim- |

without [imitation to enable the new Gov.

three or four years younger than himsell,
and he had watched with great interest and
apxiety the change which his observing
eye had marked in his friend during the
last two weeks.

“You are no blockhead, James,” was
Frauk’s abrupt reply ; “*nor does Mr.Smith
think that you are.”

“How can he help thinking so when he
hears me make so many blunders¥ And
why do I hesitate and blunder more [re-
quent'y than any other boy in the class,
except that great dunce, Joe Sima 1"

“1f you will not feel offerided at me for
my plaio speaking, | can ea.ily answer
that question,” replied Frank,

*Indeed, [ shall not feel offended, but on
the country [ shall be very much ubliged
to you. [ have been Iutely thinkiog
seriously, and making some good resolu-
tions" —

*| felt sure that vou had,” interrupted
his companion, *and | am heartily glad of
it. 1 have noticed a great change in you
of late, James, and if [ can help you inany
way, why, | shall be glad to do so, that’s
sll. The other boys have been trying todo
their best for months past, and you have

ing vacation to devote four hours of each |
day to study, and to request Frank 1o
hear him recite,

Encouraged by his father, his teacher,
and his young Iriend, James carried out
his plan with steadiness and perseverance.
During the vacation, Mr. Bell took all
his family to spend a day in the country
with Uncle Grey, whose infirmities bad
prevented him from repeating his visit 1o
his nephew, as ke had inended. James
asked and obtained his faiper’s permission
to siay at home. He was unwilling to
lose a day’s study, and also felt anxious to
be more fully prepared for a second en-
counter with his Uncle.

On perceiving James? abserice from the
family party, Uncle Grey shook his head |
ominously, and drew his own conclusions, |
which were by no means favorable to the |
young student,

Mr. Bell adopted the wise and prudemt
course of saying nothing at all about
James. He thought it best to leave it to
time 1o prove the reality of his son’s im-
provement, and lovked forward, not with
out strong hope, 10 the result of a future
visit from Uncle Grey. Hiswife,however,

from the crowd of congratulating friends !
who surrounded him, he spproached the
little group. Mrs. Bell could scurcely re-
sirain her over exciled feelings; his father
with a warm pressure of the hand ex-
pressed his joy ; while Uncle Gray uttered
an emphatic ** Well done, James !

“ But what of the inheritnncg 1. Did
old Unte” Grey leave James some sub-

good will ¥*  Ah, gentle reader, on ths

fied. May many a year pass away ere
that question is decided! Uncle Grey
stll lives ; hale and heariy as ever. He
ofien says were it not for the rheumatism, |

he was al seventeen. James has com-|
menced his career as a lawyer, with every |
prospect of sucress, and often he looks |
back with a grateful heart to the unpleasant |
two hours spentin his father's library with |
Uncte Gray. Thet

mind ; he possesses what 13 far more val.
uable than the riches! legacy, treasures of
knowledyge and the power of securing in- !
dependepce by his awn efforts.

We may add, however, that when Mrs. |
Bell, with a mothec’s honest pride, speaks |
ol her son’s talents, or relates some new |

this question ; the quotation is, “He that
will not reason is a bigot, he that dares
not is a slave and he that can not is a fool.

The whole difficulty, as | apprehend,
crizinates in the different construction ol
the power of Congress under the Constitu-
ton to legislate an the subject of Slavery
in Territoriss—the North asserting the

stantial evidence of his spprobation and his | right, the South denying it. This is,here- | This instrument

tore, n fair subject of argument ; of sound,

point your curiosily must remain ungrati- | cglm, dispassionate reasoning. If it should |great tegseness and brevity, No redun

be (ound that we do not possess that pow-
er, the North is bound to submit; ii; on
the other hand, it is conierred by thar in-

he should be as brisk at seventy-five, as | strument, the South are equally bound to jed anywhere in this instrument.

bow to its mandates.

Before | proceed to this question, I de- |and subordinate power.
sire 1o remark, that so far us the territory | | have no doubt the corrset, constiuction

acquired from Mexico 18 concerned, that it

nt of the old gen. | i3 NOW free. The eonstitutiun end laws of'll. a glance. The power of disposing is
tleman's wealth seldom, if ever, crosses his | Mexico made it so beyond a doubl ; and | conferred in terms ; and, in addition, the |

portant subjects ; and particularly does not | FPMEU 10 redeem the pledge giveu to the
, (old, i relation 1o the formation and power

apply 1o persons, but merely 1o things. | . b
In answer to this permit me, sir, 10 re- of the new Siates.”  And, again, in 14 Pes

mark, that ¥ those who framed this Con. |

|siitution intended merely to confer the po. | KO€r0ins the Terntories) is vested in Con-

|ex 1o dispoue of the. faads, wby was it ne- 'grest without {initgtion, and hss been
cessary to add ** and makz el needful rules | i 075 R T e
{and regulations respecting the territory 7 :lermorml goveraments rest.” I might cite
was deawn with much | 80§ more decisions of the Federal and

icare, and is in every part expressed with S“m_ Golcts 0 the seme alftct'y bat T wil
4 menticn but oue more, and that is, the Se-

| ancies, such es this would present—no am- | P court of Louisiana (2 slave State;

'plifications, no repetitiuns, such as the gen- :.teclt!ed.l..s lats as 1830, that cm
:tlemn’a construction shows—are exhibit- | P4d the right lo_uc!ude slavery from the
And all | Northwest Territory ; and that a colored
person horn there, subsequent to the ordi-
'nance ol 1787, was iree, and set him at
liberty. 8 Msrnin's Reps., 689. The ele-
will strike any man of ordinary judgmen: | MEMAEY wriers on our Constitution fully

fconcur in these judicial decisions. Ses
'Kent, 1 vo!. Com., page 335, und Rawle,

[ this too, remember, to express an inferior
Thoe natural, and

the distinguished gentleman from Georgia | power to make ** all neeful rules and regu- i‘”"’e 7.

(Mr. Toombs) admits this, and insists that
we are bound to remove this impediment,
and thus enable them 1o carry their sluves
thither. Being, then, free when ceded to
the United States, this territory must re-

on'y lately begun the same course. [n
Greek, most of them are familiar with the | could ot imiitate his prudent conduct, She
declensions and conjugations, and have all could not refrain from throwing out sundry
the rules of syntax at their finger enps.” | hints respecting James? love lor his books,

instance of his love of literature, or of bis | nain o, until this law is repeaied by Con-

lations.» | it will be remembered oo, tKat the ordi-.
Let us, now, examice the meaning of 949°° exziuding slavery from the North.
those lerms “rules and regulations.” Aod | ¢ territory was passed on the 13th Ju.
in answer to the inquiry why the framers 'Y 1757, by Congress ; and, at the sams
of the Constitution did not vse some other |2, the Convention, which formed the
mode of sonveying their meaning, I can Comstitution, was 10 session, and romained

‘ters’ U. 8. Reports, 537, “this power (of .

“Ah,I wish that I had!” interrupted
James, with a heavy sigh.
*That is the very thing,” rejoined his
(riend, “those first difficulties lie in your
path. Nominally you have passed them,
but, in [act, they are still before you. And
now you find them more formidable than
you would have found them when we first
began. It is the same in your Latin, and
the same | think in your arithmetic aod al-
gebra, 19 it not 17
“Yes,indeed!” replied James, ‘and now,
can you help me still farther ! Having
shown me where the dfficulties lie,can you
show me how to overcome them T
* [ think that perhaps | can, James.
But my first and best piece of advice to
you is, go yourself to Mr. Smith, snd 1alk
with him upon the subject. [le will advise
you kind'y, and far more judiciously than
I could do.”

Jumes shrank from the idea of speaking

to Mr. Smith. He entertained towards
that gentleman those feelings of dislike,
with which careless and idle acholars are

y apt to regard their instroctors. The
persuasions of Fraok, and the advice of
his father, whom he [reely consulied on

which would not let him enjoy even a
day’s pleasure; for her part, she really
teased the boy's health would sufler leom
studying so hard in vacation.” However,
the significant and incredulous smiles with
which Uncle Grey received all such re-
marks, soon caused good Mrs. Bell 1o
desist.

Weeks rolled away ; the vacation was
over, and the duties of the school were re-
sumed with their usual activity, when one
Friday evening Mr. Bell told his wife that
he had received a message from Uncl-
Gray, announcing a visit for the following
day. James who was present, colored on
hearing this, but his open brow betrayed
no trace of confession ofgvexation. On the
contrary, looking up ic his father’s face be
exclnimed :

« ] am giad to hear it, father. 1 shall
pot be afraid this time, evén if Uncle does
ask me to walk 1nto the library.”

Ducle Grey came. He seemed wearied
by the ride, and during his stay the conver-
sution turned more on his rheumatism and
other ailments, than on any other subject.
Mrs. Bell made two or three altempts to
lead the conversation to the topic of books.
She asked James several times about his

the subject, at length overcome his repug-
nance ; and the following morning he
called on Mr. Smith.

studies, his books, ur his slate. But all in
vain. The oid gentleman appeared ex-

As soon as James made known to him
the object of his visit, Mr. Smith welcomed
him most kindly and cordially. He bad
been greatly puzzied by his pupil’s condict
during the last two weeks. He thought
that he perceived in James increased efforts
to do right, and greater application to
study, but still his recitations were far
more imperiect than they had been for a
long fime previous. Mr. Smith could not
account for this seeming contradiction; and
it had been his intention to call on Mr.
Bell that very afierncon, to have some
conversation with him respecting bis son.

James' visit eptirely removed the mecessity

tremely obtuse. Nooe of her hints took ef-
fect. And at last she sunk into morfified

silence. 2 :
James himeell wasnot insensible to his

Uncle’s apparent indifierence and neglect.
But the consciousness of no longer deserv-
ing it, preserved him from discouragement.
m‘-‘l;‘nsher koows that | am po longer
the fellow thatl was ooce. Mr. Smith
knows it, oo. And, one of these days,
perhaps Uncle Gery will have a better
opinion of me. But no matter for that.
Yet | should like to hear him say, * Well,
I must own J was greatly mistaken in that

success in his profession, Uncle Grey no |
longer receives such remarks with his for- |

mer incredolous, ominous shake of the |
h‘d. x- x. xc
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The fresh graves of twenty-five hundred persons may
be men st Butter’s Mil ¢ & & Jfyour companion
gives out, leave him anid rush for the neazest water. = ¢ |
1f ome out of ten of you make fortunes, you will do better |
than thensands who have gone before you— W A0 |
“The route neross the plains may feequently be fraed

for miles hy the graves snd bones of emigrants and thelr |
beasts and property.” |
Humanity ! how weak in all its steength nod pride !

And, Wistom! how strangely thy precepts are defied |
Time's sage monitiona ure like cobwebs brushed away,

And men to ruin rush like tigers co their prey.

“Thy bread thou shalt earn by the sweat from off thy trow™
Has boen the one command from the fall of man till sow :
A lnw as wise ns slern, for mon's best good decreed—

A “curse”™ 10 blessing turncd by all who do it heed.

How strong bis nerve and brizht his eye who plaws Lhe B.14
And all they who the skilfol tools of mechanism wicld !
Flow rweet their simple food, und bow welcome is their rvat,
And happiness reposes within each virtuons breast.

Foolish man, nnchanged, the syren faleehood hears,
Shuts his eyes against the light, and to truth his exrs
+Thou sbalt not die—need not toil :” this the trmpter's song
That draws him like s bird in fowler's snan: along.

And now from Califoraia’s gem-besprinkled shore,
Where buld and vile Impiety a wretched race adore,
The ery of Gold s ralsed—ochood Back by score on score
Who ne'er shall hear the waves of fur Pacific roar.
Frantie, s million ties are broke ssunder now— .
The faitblcss husband & his solemn plighted vow,
The gold-mad son neglacts his grey-haired parents kind,
The sire deserta (o Heaven's care each one be leaves bebind;

His “outfit”™ wastes the fruits of yeass of loil and carv,
e quits hin hearth with moro of rursing than of prayer;
By no nevessity lmpelled, nor for the love of Giod,

But by demon Av'rioe led, be casts hin lol abroad ;

By sea aroand the Cepe, or ‘croms the Isthmus’ strand,
Or wearily o'er the Flains, he seeks th' El Dorado land,
He tuils and faints and wants aod brars and pioes and dies
With mo soft hand to press his brow or choss his fading eyvs:

(For, themselves 1o suve, his companions on bave sped,
And Yeft him o reat with the desert for Bis bed—

The wolf and the ssvage and the wilder bisds of prey
To wetch o'er his corse snd Ka sepulture to pay.)

And sach is the history of sambers now anknown

Who but yesterday had friends within & happy home ;
One in many hundreds resp o golden harvest there,
While \boussads gather nought but sull 'ring aad despair.

o, Touth! the gilded bait of sndden riches spurn—
From the lemoas of the pest, wisdom timely learn ;
With love of Truth sad Knowledge Jet every bosom bars,

gress, or until some local sovereigaiy,hav.
ing jurisdiction over the subject shall an-
nul it

For my own part, | most ardently de-

only say, that I know of none more full and | 3002 till 17k Sepember, mo re than two

expressive, and yet so concise, in the eam-
pass of our languave, No man will cer-

monihs after,
Now, I ask, i7 ! is not abundanily clear,

tainly contend that the power of settling, with this recent act before them of the ex-

sire that it shall remain free ; and [ shall fixing, ond controlling the commercial re.|
never, by act or vote of mine do aught to lations of a country, is a matter either of |

! 3 3 |
make it otherwise. |minor impertance, or their proper regula- |
Slavery I hold exists nowhere in this

tion a subordinite power. Yet, sir, this
country, except by local laws and positive | vast power, (and no one has disputed that f
regulations. So far as the Siates are con-  Congress has not the most full and unlim- |
cerned, they have the sole power over it; 'ited control over it,) is conferred in the Con- |
and so far | agree with the Bultimore plat- | stilution by this very same term, “to reg.
form, that “Congress haa no power to in- |ulate commerce with foreiga nations,” &-.
terfere with Slavery in the States, or lo lembracing in its provisions some cf the
tnke even incipient steps tending thereto.'”  highest acts ol sovereignly which a nation
But with regard to the Terrifories, it pre. can exercise, The same reasoning ap-
senty a very different question, They are |plies to the clause which gives the power
without local legislainres, and the power ;lo Congress “to coin money and regulate
of making laws for them must necessarily (the value thereo.,” Will any person, for
devolve upon Congress, or else does not a moment, contend that the circulating me-
exist at all. That Congress has this right, | dium, which forms the basis of all the trans.
I infer from the very aciof acquisition, and |actiors of soeirly, and measures the value

ereise of this extensive power by Congress,
if they dul pot intend to confer it, would
they not have introduced some restrictive

|or prohibitory clause, which would have

limiied and controlled the subsequent ac.
tion of Congress? With the knowledge
of this ordinance before them, and the ab-.
sence of any disspprobation, it is but &
[air and legitimate argument to assume,
that they intended to grant and confirm
this power 1o that body.  And the fact that
Congress has, from the adoption of ihe
Constitution down 1o the present lime, coG-
linued to exercise this right in its leagth
and breadth, places its existence beyond
all controversy.

The gratleman from Georgia (Mr.
Toombs) says : “Untl the year 1820 your

that whether acquired by conquest or by
cession. Can it be possible,that a country
may be transferred, and the right of the
conquered or ceding country 10 govern it
be thus extinguished, and the conquering
couniry acquite uo right 1o legislaie for
that territory 7 Where [ ask is the sove-
reigaty of the country ¥ It resided in Mex.
ico. She certainly peither does nor can

of all property, and the price of erery com- | territorial [rgisla_l.ion was marked _I:y the
modity, is an inferior and subordinate sub- .t"."""_!“"’l spirit of Jairness and justice.
ject? If this term in these instances and | Notwithstauding the constant assertions 10
in these clauses coaveys powers of such {the contrary by gentlemen from the North,
vast magnitude and importance, | ask; by 1_"1' to that period no act was ever passed by
what fair rule of interpretation can gentle. | Congress mainlaining or asserting the pri
men coatend that a different rule of con. |Mary constitutional power (o preveat any
struction should obtain, in reference to the  Citizen of the United Siates owning slaves
And | from removing with them to our lesritories

,cluuse nmow under consideration !

New Mexico and California, for they are used by the same men, in the same instru- |

claim it now. [tisnot in the people of | that, 0o, in the face of the fact, that it is 8ud ther> receiving legal prolection for this

property.”
I maintain, sir, that Congres=s, on the Ti™

by admission into the Union. According
10 the logic of gentlemen oo the other side,
it has oot vested anywhere, but is simply
in obeyance.

These conclusions, which would place
this Territory beyond the action of the
Congress, | hold to be unsound, and not
ooly not supported by precedent, but in
direct conflict with all the action and expe-
rience of not oaly this, but every other civ-
ilized government oa the serth. This pow-
er has been fully recoguized by all the de-

Government—Lagislative,

And to our “goodly beritage” your the'(a contented turn.

w‘"
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Exscutive, and Judicial ; by a conpistent

seeking to acquire 1hat, with your consent, I ment, and at the same time.

The gentleman from Ohio, im my hum- |of August, 1389, did, in effect, re-affirm
ble opinion, is still more unfortunate in re. |the urdinonce of 1387 ; and have no doub:
ference 10 the word “rules” used in this | from tie preambie, jat hey felt well as-
clapse. Il the gentleman inguires, why 'umd oi thair power to do so. Whea they
those who draughted the Constuution did |declared in that preamble that it was i or-
sot use the words *to make laws” 10 le. | der ibat the ordinance “might continve ©
gislate,” &e., I answer, simply because the |have fuil eflect,” the slavery restriction
word “rules” is & better and more signifi- | was a part of i, and could not have full
cant word. It bas mot ouly im the Consti- |2fect unless that resiriction rewained in
tution, as | shall presently shew from oth. | (uli force.
er clauses, & very significant and compre-| To show, howeser, that Congress pos-
hensive meaning, but had then, and long | seased full power cver this mhp‘:.l.!ﬁpl!
before, in lega! phrassology or instruments, | refer 10 some of the laws in relation to the
s cerfain and well-defined imporr. The|Territores in which the power 1o Teccg”

.



